ANCIENT GREEK for EVERYONE
Unit 16
CLASSICAL READING

Political theory thrived in fourth-century BCE Greece. While the political writings of Plato and Aristotle
are more often read and studied today, Isocrates was also an influential and respected intellectual on
political thought at the time. Among Isocrates’ writings is an open letter to Nicocles, then the ruler of the
island of Cyprus. The letter offers general principles for training a king. In this section, he focuses on
preparing a king mentally.

... OVOEVL TWV ACKNTWV OUTW TIOOT]KEL TO CWHUA YUUVALELV WG TOIG
Baodevot v Puxnv v adT@V: ATACAL YXQ &L TTavVT)YURELS OVOEV
Hépog TIféaot TovTwV TV dBAwV, el v VUES kKab' ékdotnv
aywviCeoBe v Nuéoav. wv EVOLHOVUEVOV XQT) TTQOTEXELV TOV VOUV,
OTtwg OCOVTIEQ TAIG TIHUAIS TWV AAAWV TIQOEXELS, TOOOVTOV KAL TAILG
AQETALS AVTWV dOLOELS. KAL [T VOULLE TNV ETUHEAELAV €V HEV TOIS RAAOLS
TIEAYHAOL XONotlunv eivat, meog d¢ TO BeATlovg NUAGS Kal PQOVIHWTEQOVG
viyveoOat undeptov dOvapty Exetv: unde Katayvews Twv avOpwmwyv
T00AVTNV dLOTLXIAV, WG TEQL LEV Ta ONola TEXVaGg eDENKAUEY aig
AVTWV Tac PUXAC TJHEQOVUEV Kal TAelovog alag Tolovpev, Nuag o’
AVTOVG OVOEV AV TIROG ARETNV wheAr)oatpev, AAA” wg kal TG
nadevoEwWS Kal TG mpeAeiag HaALoTa duvapevng v Nuetéoav Gpvowy
EVEQYETELV, OUTW DLAKELTO TNV YVWUTV, KAL TWV TE TIAQOVTWYV TOILG
doOVIHWTATOLS TTANCIale KAl TWV AAAWV 0UC &V dVVI) LETATIEUTION, KAl
HUNTE TV TOMTWV €VOOKIHOVVTWY UTTE TWV COPLOTWV UNdEVOS Olov
delv amelpwg €xev, AAAX TV HEV AKQOATNG YiyVov, TV d¢ uadnng,
Kol TAQAOKEVALE OEAVTOV TWV HEV EAATTOVWV KQLTNV, TV d¢ HELOVWV
AYWVIOTN V- DX YAQ TOUTWV TV YUUVACTIWV TAXIOT &V YEVOLO TOLOUTOG
olov Ute0épeOa detv etvat TOV 000WCS PactAeboovta Kal TV TOALV wg
x01) doknoovta. HAALoTA O’ &V avTOg VIO CALVTOL TtapakANOeing, et
devoV 1y1oalo Tovg XelPOovg TV BeATIOVWV AQXELV KAl TOUG
AVONTOTEQOVG TOIS PQOVIHWTEQOLS TIQOOTATTELV: O0W YAQ AV
EQOWHEVETTEQWS TNV TV AAAWYV AyvolAV ATIUAOTG, TOOOUTW HAAAOV
TV a0TOL dAVOLAV AOKNOELC.

(Isocrates 2.11-14)



VOCABULARY

ayvola —ag 1 stupidity

aywviCopat compete, struggle

AywvioTrg —ov 6 competitor, rival

&0BAov —ov 16 labor

aipoatrg —ov O listener

av marks a hypothetical situation

Advoéntog —ov ignorant

ATelQog —ov inexperienced

doxéw train

aoknc —o0 O athlete

atdong “you should dishonor”
Baowlevoovta (acc sg) one who will be king
Yévoto “you can become”

ytyvov command “become”

yupvalw exercise

YUHVAOLOV —OU TO exercise

Otdkeloo command “fixate”

duavola —ag 1) intellect

dlokrjoovta (acc sg) one who will manage
duvvapevog —1 —ov powerful, having power
dovvn) ~ duvaoal

dvotuyia —ag 1) bad luck

évOvuovpuevog —1 —ov internalizing
émpédeia —ag 1) diligence

£0QWHEVOGS —1) —OV earnest, vigorous
€VOOKIH@V -oVOa —OV famous

eveQyetelv benefit

evonrapev (1st pl perfect) “we have found”
Nynoawo “you would believe”

NueEdw tame

Onotov —ov 16 beast, animal
KAToyvQg (20 sg aorist) render judgment
KOLT 1g -0V O judge, critic
HaAlota especially
HaAAov more
petanépmnov command “send for”
voule command “believe”
olov as
olov command “think”
Omwg so that, in order that
600¢ —a —ov (as much) as
6oovTeQ as much as
nadevois —ewg 1) education
TV YUQLG —€wg 1) assembly
ntagakAnOeing “you could be comforted”
nxgaokevale command “prepare”
TIXQWV —OVTOG O someone present
niAnoiale command “stay near”
TEOéXw surpass, exceed
mEooéxw turn to
nipoot|kel it belongs to, concerns
MEOOTATTW command
codLotng —ov 0 intellectual
ToLovTog —avTn —ovto of the same kind (as)
T000UTOG —tUTN —oUTo as much (as)
so great (...coc = that)
vmotiOnuL advise
$oOVIHOC -1 —oVv smart
*worte so that, with the result that
wdeAnoatpev “we can help”



