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Chapter 23

The books of the Maccabees (“Hammers”) relate the second century BCE revolt of Jews in Palestine against
Seleucid rulers who tried to force Hellenistic Greek religion upon them. This selection celebrates the heroism of
Hannah, who preferred death for herself and her seven sons to kneeling to King Antiochus IV (her full story is told

in Maccabees 2.7.1-40).

1°Q Aoywope téxkvov, mtaBwv toeavve, kal evoéPela uNTEl Tékvwv Tobevotépa. 2
H1)TNO dLOLV TROKELUEVWYV, EVOEPRELRS KAl TNG ETTA LIWV CWTNELAG TTEOTKAIQOV KT
TIV TOD TUEAVVOL VTIOOXEOLV, 3 TNV eVTEPELaV HAAAOV TfyATNoeV TV owlovoav &ig
alwviav Conv kata 0edv. 4 @ Tiva 1oomov NPoAoynoatut prrotexva yovéwv maon.
PUXTS TE Kal HOQPNG OHOLOTNTA €1C UIKQOV TADOG XAQAKTNEX BavpAaoiov
évamoodpayllopev, HAALOTA dLX TO TWV TAOWV TOLG YEVVNOELOLY TAG HUNTEQAC TWV
natépwv kabeotavatl cupunabeotéoac. 5 00w Ya kat acevouvxot kait
TIOAVYOVATEQAL VTTAQXOVOLV Al UNTEQES, TOOOVTW HAAAGV elov PLAoTekvoTeQat. 6
TIACWV D& TWV UNTEQWV €YEVETO 1) TOV £MTA AWV pUNTNE GPLAoTekvVoTEéQR, TTIS EmTX
KLOPOELALS TNV TTEOG AVTOVS ETUPLTEVOUEVT] PrtAooToQYilay 7 kal dix TOAAAGS Tag
K0 EkaoToV AVTWV WOLVAG VAYKACTHEVT) TNV €I aUTOVS €XeLv ovpTtadelay, 8 dx
TOV TEOG TOV B0V POBoV VTTEQEIDEV TV TV TEKVWV TEOTKALQOV OWTNQIAV.
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